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Sometimes significant learning occurs at 
unanticipated times. 

On February 13,1 attended a dinner for 
our international students, with about eight 
undergraduates from the Watson College 
and three others from the Cameron School 
of Business (one enrolled in our Leadership 
Studies program) joining Department Chair 
Susan Catapano, faculty members Candace 
Thompson and Sue-Jen Chen, and graduate 
students Michael Tart and Jeremy Brown. 
Susan did a great job organizing the dinner 
- thanks, Susan! - and the students (from 
Australia, Ireland, Chile, Ecuador and France) 
seemed to really appreciate it. 

I asked the students whether there was 
anything about our country that surprised them. 
More than one of them commented on “the 
food.” I thought they were referring to the kinds 
of food we eat, perhaps having more meat 
and fewer vegetables. But in fact they were 
referring to the amount of sugar and salt in our 
food as compared to the same foods where 
they come from. So much seems too sweet or 
salty to them. A couple of them mentioned the 
difficulty they have eating our butter. 

Just a week later, I came across an article 
in The New York Times entitled “The 
Extraordinary Science of Addictive Junk Food,” 
authored by Michael Moss. I took special 
notice because of the international dinner 
conversation. Moss highlights the enormous 
use of salt, sugar and fat by America’s largest 
food companies, including Nestle, Kraft and 
Nabisco, General Mills Proctor & Gamble, and 
Coca-Cola and Mars. The result is a growing 
obesity problem in our country, with one in 
three adults considered clinically obese, along 
with one in five kids, as well as 24 million 


Americans (including yours truly) afflicted by 
type 2 diabetes and another 79 million people 
having pre-diabetes. 

These food manufacturers are engaging in a 
conscious effort (in labs, marketing meetings 
and grocery-store aisles) “to get people hooked 
on foods that are convenient and inexpensive” 
and filled with sugar, salt and fat. One example 
is Campbell’s Prego spaghetti sauces that 
have one feature in common: “The largest 
ingredient, after tomatoes, is sugar. A mere 
half-cup of Prego Traditional, for instance, has 
the equivalent of more than two teaspoons of 
sugar, as much as two-plus Oreo cookies.” In 
addition, they deliver “one-third of the sodium 
recommended for a majority of American 
adults for an entire day.” We get used to such 
ingredients, food product after food product, 
day after day, until we are essentially addicted 
to high concentrations of sugar, salt and fat. In 
the case of Oscar Mayer’s Lunchables, a former 
C.E.O mentions an article that appeared early in 
its development that said something like, “If you 
take Lunchables apart, the most healthy item 
in it is the napkin.” Frito-Lay potato chips are 
almost a perfect food for salt, sugar (from the 
starch of the potatoes) and fat. 

You don’t have to read a long article in The New 
York Times or books on the subject. You can 
talk to our students who have grown up in other 
countries: “There’s so much sugar and salt in 
some foods that I can hardly eat them!” 

You just never know what you will learn when 
you participate in what the Watson College of 
Education has to offer! 
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Publications 


Maguth, B.M. & Hilburn, 3. (2013). People as books: 
Using a living library to enhance social studies 
education. Oregon Journal of the Social Studies , 
1(1), 36-44. 


Katz, P., McGinnis, J. R., Riedinger, K., Marbach- 
Ad, G., & Dai, A. (2012). The influence of informal 
science education experiences on the development of 
two beginning teachers' science classroom teaching 
identity. Journal of Science Teacher Education, 

Online First, doi: 10.1007/sll0972-012-9330-z 


• Dr. Bill Sterrett was interviewed by district 
administration for an article called "Additional 
Promising Principal Initiatives," where his recent 
ASCD book, Insights Into Action was featured as a 
professional development opportunity for principals. 
See the full article and related links here: http://www. 
districadministration.com/article/additional-promisina- 

principal-initiates 

• Dr. Scott Imig has had a book chapter accepted 
in Critical Social Justice Issues for Educators Today 
published by NCPEA Press. 


those who are pursuing research initiatives congruent 
with the mission and interests of ACPA and to enhance 
and contribute to their future research and scholarship. 


Presentations 

Housand, A. M. (2013, February 16; Featured 
Speaker). Anxiety and sensitivity in gifted students: 
What does the research say? California Association 
for the Gifted 51st Annual Conference: Anaheim, CA. 

Housand, A. M. (2013, February 16; Featured 
Speaker). Technology: The Common Core 
Connection. California Association for the Gifted 51st 
Annual Conference: Anaheim, CA. 

Housand, A. M., & Housand, B. C. (2013, February 
17; Featured Speakers). The Gamification of 
Education. California Association for the Gifted 51st 
Annual Conference: Anaheim, CA. 

Kubasko, D., Taylor, A. & Baker, L. (November, 

2012) Island ecology for educators: Using coastal 
resources to engage students. Presented at the North 
Carolina Science Teachers Professional Development 
Institute, Winston Salem, NC. 

Maguth, B.M. & Hilburn, J. (January, 2013). Global 
education in social studies research and teaching. 
Presented at the College and University Faculty 
Assembly Retreat: Raleigh, NC. 

Shew, R., Martin, N. & Kubasko, D. (November, 

2012). Coastal zone issues: The intersection of 
science, politics and economics. Presented at 
the North Carolina Science Teachers Professional 
Development Institute, Winston Salem, NC. 

Special Recognition 

• Dr. James DeVita was selected as an Emerging 
Scholar by College Student Educators International 
(ACPA). The Emerging Scholars program was 
implemented by the ACPA Senior Scholars in 1999 to 
honor individuals who are emerging as contributing 
scholars in student affairs and higher education. The 
purpose of the Emerging Scholars program is to support 


• Dr. Bill Sterrett has chaired 
the Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) Public 
Policy Committee since 2010. 

He co-authored, along with 
members of the committee, 
two recent white papers on 
"Teacher Evaluation" and "The 
Common Core" which can 
be accessed through http://www.kdp.ora/ Sterrett's 
research with a colleague on pre-service teacher 
leadership through KDP chapters was recently featured 
in this press release: http://www.prweb.com/releases/ 
KDP/30nov2012/prwebl0187318.htm 

• Dr. Eleni Pappamihiel wrote one of the chapters in the 
book Preparing Every Teacher to Reach English Learners, 
which the American Association of Colleges of Teacher 
Education (AACTE) selected as the winner of the 2013 
AACTE Outstanding Book Award. For more information 
about this award, click here: http://aacte.org/news- 
room/press-releases/aacte-selects-guide-for-preparina- 

ell-teachers-for-2013-outstandina-book-award.html 

• Dr. Shelby Morge has recently been elected to 
serve on the North Carolina Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics (NCCTM) Board for the next two years 
2013-2015. 

• Dr. Maurice Martinez was recently invited to a film 
screening of La Vida No Es Facil as a recognized 
advocate and provider of information regarding the 
problems facing undocumented immigrants and the 
impediments they face in accessing higher education. 

• Dr. Martin (Marty) Kozloff recently spoke at the Pope 
Center Forum in Raleigh, NC January 15, 2013. The 
Pope Forum brings together experts from across the 
state and nation to explore avenues to strengthen and 
improve teacher education in the nation. 
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Faculty Receive Center for Teaching 
Excellence Summer Pedagogy Development 
Grants 

James DeVita (EL) was awarded for his proposal on 
integrating a Social Justice Project into his course on 
Student Development Theory for Fall 2013. 

Drs. Konstantine Kyriacopoulos (EMLLE) and Donyell 
Roseboro (ITFSE) were awarded for their proposal on 
Justice and Public Education. 

Dr. Amy Garrett Dikkers (EL) was awarded for her 
proposal on Self-Mentoring Online Module Design and 
Delivery. 

Dr. Michele Parker (EL) was awarded for her proposal 
on Researching the Effectiveness of Self-Mentoring 
Cohorts. 


Dr. Candace Thompson (ITFSE) was awarded for her 
proposal on The Art of Self-Mentoring in Middle School 
Student Cohorts. 


Winning the prestigious Robert Tyndall Award for non 
tenured faculty was Brian Brinkley, Director of the 
Betty Stike Education Lab. The award was bestowed 
at the February 20, 2013 Watson Faculty meeting. 


College and Faculty News, Events & Announcements 


Discere Aude Award Described 

Assistant Professor Elizabeth Crawford, Professor 
Richard Huber, Deborah Phillips and Heidi Bradley were 
Discere Award recipients on December 6, 2012. These 
awards are given each year by the Chancellor for 
outstanding efforts in student mentoring. 

Students on the Chancellor's Achievement Award 
List are asked to nominate faculty who have made 
a significant impact on their development at UNCW. 
These nominations are then forwarded to the Center 
for Teaching Excellence which administers these 
recognitions. 

"Considering the number of outstanding teachers and 
mentors at UNCW, I am honored and humbled to be 
selected for this award. This Discere Aude Award is 
special since the award nominations come from our 
very best students," explained Professor Richard Huber. 

Assistant Professor, Elizabeth Crawford is equally 
honored, having been recognized for her support and 
guidance by elementary education majors during their 



final semester prior to internship. Deborah Phillips and 
Heidi Bradley were nominated for their roles mentoring 
teachers in the Jacksonville Extension Ed Lab. 


Deborah Phillips shared, "Our lab supports students in 
EDNL 340 and EDN 322 as they learn to plan, focus 
and tutor one student in a lab situation. We were 
nominated by a former student as she prepared to 
graduate. It is a great honor for both of us. It's like 
winning the 'Education Lottery!' " 
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College and Faculty News, Events & Announcements 



Public Speaker Series Begins 

The First Annual Watson College of Education Public 
Speaker Series kicked off on Wednesday, March 13, with a 
reception in honor of the invited speaker, Dr. Sonia Nieto. 

Dr. Nieto is a well-known scholar in the field of multicultural 
education and related areas. After the reception, she 
presented on "Finding Joy in Teaching Students of Diverse 
Backgrounds." During the next morning, she provided a 
keynote presentation for our Professional Learning Day with 
area teachers and site coordinators and then met informally 
in separate sessions with faculty and students. 



Reading Recovery Conference a Success 

Held on January 17, 2013 in Wilmington for the first 
time, the Southeastern Region Reading Recovery 
Association Conference opened at the Wilmington 
Conference Center. Providing remarks and a welcome 
to the approximately 600 attendees was Dean 
Teitelbaum. Organizers for the event included Noel 
Jones and Dr. Barbara Honchell (EMLLE). 

O'Briant To Present on New Hanover 
County Research Policies 

Dr. Kim O'Briant, former WCE doctoral student in 
Educational Leadership, will lead the discussion, along 
with members of the New Hanover County Research 
Board, on the policies for gaining approval to conduct 
research in New Hanover County Schools. Join 
colleagues for this session on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. in EB 226. 

DeVita Performs 

Did you know that Dr. James 
M. DeVita (EL) was part of a 
contemporary jazz duet? Dr. DeVita 
performed in a dance ensemble 
as part of the Big Read Event at 
the Cameron Art Museum Preview 
on Thursday, February 21, 2013, 

February 22 and February 24, 2013. 


Holocaust Survivor 
Speaks 

February 21, 2013 marked the 
date for guest lecturer, Alfred 
Schnog, Holocaust survivor to 
address students, faculty and 
others in McNeill 1051 on the 
UNCW Campus. The Watson 
connection for such events has 
been Dr. Lisa Buchanan. 

Poverty Simulation Held 

The last Poverty Simulation for this academic year 
was held Thursday, March 21, 2013 in EB Room 162 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Over 1,000 students, teachers 
and community members have participated in the 
sessions since 2009. 

Watson Faculty Meeting Included 
Chancellor 

The February 20 Watson College of Education Meeting 
brought news from Chancellor Gary Miller and updates 
from Associate Dean for Academic and Student 
Affairs, Dr. Carol McNulty and Associate Dean for 
Teacher Education and Outreach, Dr. Ann Potts. Dean 
Teitelbaum welcomed the Chancellor and commented 
following the Chancellor's remarks. 
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College and Faculty News, Events & Announcements 


Educational Technology Moves to McNulty 

A change in reporting has taken place so that our 
Educational Technology Unit (ETU) will now report to 
the Office of the Associate Dean for Academic and 
Student Affairs, Dr. Carol McNulty. 

UNCW Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) Showcase Announced 

Friday, April 19, 2013, the Watson College of Education 
will host a UNCW STEM Expo as a satellite event of 
the NC Science Festival which is being held state-wide 
during April 5-21, 2013. The Expo is free and open to 
the public from 5:00-8:00 p.m. The goal of the Expo 
is to heighten our local community's interest in and 
engagement with STEM. Interactive exhibits will be 
stationed throughout the education building following 
a "space" theme. Contact Dr. Sue Kezios (kezioss@ 
uncw.edu) if you have questions or would like to host 
an engaging STEM activity for K-12 students. 

Watson Installs 
Koala Kare 

A group of "Watson 
Moms" met during 
the fall semester and 
shared a number of 
suggestions with the 
Dean's Office. One 
suggestion was to 
have a "baby changing 
station" installed somewhere in the building. As a result 
of Dean Teitelbaum's support there is now a changing 
station located in the restroom in the Alumni Lounge on 
the first floor. It is accessible to anyone who would like 
to make use of the service. The first participant was Will 
Exum, son of Denise Ousley-Exum. 

GISA Presentation 

Dr. Edward Caropreso (caropresoe@uncw.edu) the 
main WCE contact for the Gifted Information Sessions 
& Advocacy (GISA) group announced the last of four 
sessions for the group, which was held March 14, 

2013. At that session Dr. Caropreso and Ms. Maples 
(GISA Member) discussed social and emotional issues 
of gifted elementary students. A resource list in 
support of this session is available upon request. They 
also talked briefly about topics such as perfectionism 
and organization; after which they allowed time for 
questions. 


Bag It! 

Bag It Screening and 
Guest Talks to be held 
Friday, March 22, 
11:45-1:00 p.m. in 
EB 306. Coordinating 
this event are Dr. Lisa 
Brown Buchanan and 
Dr. Elizabeth Crawford, 
both in the Dept, of 
Elementary, Middle Level 
and Literacy Education. 

Guest speakers are 
Bonnie Monteleone, UNCW Dept, of Chemistry and 
plastics pollution expert, along with Danielle Richardet, 
local Wrightsville Beach mom and activist. Bring your 
lunch! 

Teitelbaum Speaks at Rotary 

Speaking at the Wilmington South Rotary Club 
Luncheon Wednesday, February 13, 2013 was Dean 
Kenneth Teitelbaum. Dr. Teitelbaum concentrated 
on the contributions of the Watson College of 
Education and specifically in regard to academic 
degree programs, research, professional service and 
community engagement. 

Juvenile Art Displayed 

Four art displays in the Curriculum Materials Center 
(CMC) and in Randall Library's Juvenile Collection are 
available to view and on loan until the end of March. 
Participating schools include Wrightsboro Elementary, 
Wrightsville Beach Elementary, New Flanover High 
School and Snipes Elementary. Virtual exhibits are 
available for each school at: http://library.uncw.edu/ 
cmc/art exhibits . 

1st Annual WCE Film Festival Begins 

The first Annual Film Festival sponsored by the 
Watson College of Education and coordinated by Dr. 
Carol McNulty, Associate Dean for Academic and 
Student Affairs, begins Tuesday, March 19, 2013 with 
"American Teacher" being shown at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lumina Theater. 

Following "American Teacher" is: "Bully" at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 21, 2013 and closing with "Race to 
Nowhere" at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 26, 2013. 

All of the films are free and open to the public. 
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Alumni News 


Chancellor Speaks to Watson College of Education 


Dr. Lionel Kato, recent Educational 
Leadership and Administration 
Ed D Graduate was notified of 
tentative acceptance of a book 
chapter in Critical Social Justice 
Issues for Educators Today 
published by the National Council 
of Professors of Educational 
Leadership (NCPEA) Press. 

UNCW Watson College of 
Education Alumni Chapter would 
like to recognize alumni who have 
made significant contributions 
to education and who have 
represented the Watson College 
of Education's commitment to 
excellence. Nominations are 
due by March 31, 2013. Contact 
Jan Siko for further information 
(sikoj@uncw.edu) 


• Our Family Corner V|1 


Congratulations to all of the 
new Watson College Parents 
and Grandparents! 

A baby boy was born to Beau 
Cummings (our new major gifts 
development officer) on February 
6, 2013. He is named River 
Thomas Cummings. 

Daniel Beguhl, our Techbuster, 
welcomed his first son, Clayton 
James Beguhl, on February 26, 
2013. 

Born to Dr. Angela Reid-Griffin 
on August 14, 2012, son Andrew 
Thomas Griffin. 


Chancellor Miller met 
with the Watson Faculty 
February 20, 2013 to 
discuss significant trends in 
higher education in North 
Carolina and the nation. 

Issues related to the future 
of universities was high on 
the priority list addressed 
at this meeting. The 
Chancellor posed multiple 
questions for the faculty to 
ponder such as, "What will 
the university look like in 
the future?" "Will we need 
a campus?" "What will courses look like and how will they be taught?" The 
Chancellor discussed the implications of technology and how courses might 
be delivered in the future. 

When discussing the UNC Strategic Plan, Chancellor Miller stated it was 
important for everyone to be involved in the discussion. "Read the plan." 

It is designed as a business plan and very different from previous plans." 
Citing graduation statistics, it was noted that UNCW has a 60% six year 
graduation rate which is the second highest in the state. "We need to look 
at our out of state and transfer students. We hold the highest graduation 
rate in the state for transfer students. Our traditional students are declining 
and the university must find new ways to meet the needs of students." One 
of the last items that Chancellor Miller addressed was our presence on the 
World Wide Web. "There is still much to be done." 


February Brown Bag Draws 
Interest 

Ten faculty and staff members joined 
Dr. Tamara Walser (Dept, of Educational 
Leadership) for her Brown Bag Seminar on 
Thursday, February 21, 2013. Speaking 
on "Student Learning Outcomes and Action 
Planning", Walser's focus on background ideas, 
direct and indirect measures, feedback, implications for practice and possible 
next steps for assessment brought high praise. 

The next Scholarship Brown Bag will be held Wednesday, March 27, 12:00- 
1:00 in EB 162. The topic: "Self-Mentoring: The Invisible Leader for Higher 
Education New Faculty", presented by Dr. Marsha Carr (Dept, of Educational 
Leadership). 




Born January 24, 2013 to Dr. Ray 
Pastore a new son, River Layne 
Pastore. 

Joy Childs enjoyed the birth of a 
new granddaughter, Vivienne. 

Dr. Robert Smith also became a 
grandfather with a new grandson, 
Liam. 


Interesting North Carolina News 

Did you know? North Carolina outranks all other states as leading the 
nation in the number of National Board Certified Teachers. According to 
elkintribune.com, in January 2013, the total number of National Board 
Certified Teachers in North Carolina included 19,799 teachers which 
places North Carolina as the leading producer of National Board Certified 
teachers in the United States. To view the whole story, go to: http://www. 
elkintribune.com/view/full storv/21402458/article-N-C--leads-nation-in- 

number-of-certified-teachers? 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS M 

Date & Time 

Event 

Sponsor 

Location 

Tuesday, March 19 

7:00pm 

WCE Film Festival - American Teacher 

WCE 

Lumina Theater 

Wednesday, March 20 
2:00-3:30pm 

Open Forum for UNC Strategic Plan 

Dean's Office 

EB 162 

Thursday, March 21 

12:00pm 

No Agenda Lunch with the Dean 

Dean's Office 

EB 330 

Thursday, March 21 

1:00pm 

Dropout Prevention Coalition - Easing the Student 
Transition from Middle School to High School 

Dropout Prevention Coalition 

EB 162 

Thursday, March 21 

5:30pm 

Poverty Simulation 

Susan Catapano 
catapanos@uncw.edu 

McNeil Hall 1052 

Thursday, March 21 

7:00pm 

WCE Film Festival - Bully 

Dean's Office: 

Carol McNulty 

Lumina Theater 

Friday, March 22 

8:30am 

Rosenwald Conference 

Outreach 

EB 162 

Friday, March 22 

11:45am 

Spring 2013 Lunch Bunch- Bag It Screening and Guest 
Talks by Bonnie Monteleone and Danielle Richardet 

Lisa Buchanan & Elizabeth 
Crawford, Elementary Ed. 
Program 

EB 306 

Saturday, March 23 
2:00-5:00pm 

Teaching Fellows Princess Tea Party 

Teaching Fellows 
(piercep@uncw.edu) 

Ed Building 

Monday, March 25 

7:00pm 

2nd Annual Southeastern Poverty Conference 


Cameron 

Auditorium 

Tuesday, March 26 

4:30-5:30pm 

Kim O'Briant on New Flanover County Research Policies 

Outreach 

EB 226 

Tuesday, March 26 

7:00pm 

WCE Film Festival - Race to Nowhere 

Dean's Office: 

Carol McNulty 

Lumina Theater 

Wednesday, March 27 

12:00pm 

WCE Scholarship Brown Bag Series: Dr. Marsha Carr- 
Self-Mentoring: The Invisible Leader 

Dean's Office 

EB 162 

Thurs/Fri March 28-29 

No Classes 



Sunday, March 31 

Deadline for "Outstanding" Alumni Nominations 

Dean's Office 


Tuesday, April 2 

3:00-5:00pm 

An Imagining Conversation about the 21st Century K-12 
to College Experience in North Carolina 

NC's Core to College Grant 

Warwick Center 

Friday, April 5 

11:30am 

Retired Teachers Luncheon 

Dean's Office 

Ed Lab 

Tuesday, April 9 

8:30am 

Dr. Eric Jensen - Teaching with Poverty in Mind 

Community Outreach 

Warwick Center 

Tuesday, April 9 

9:30-10:30am 

Coffee & Conversation 

Dean's Office 

3rd Floor Lounge 

Tuesday, April 9 

12:00pm 

iShare Users Group 

Educational Technology Unit 

EB 337 

Wednesday, April 10 
3:00-4:30pm 

WCE College Council Meeting 

Dean's Office 

EB 387 

Thursday, April 11 

3:00-5:00pm 

Non-Profits: Collaborative & Innovative Initiatives Good 

Shepard Ministries & Phoenix Employment of Wilmington 

Outreach: rhodesd@uncw.edu 

EB 162 

Friday, April 19 

5:00pm 

UNCW STEM Showcase 

WCE & CESTEM 

EB 162, EB 223 
and Atrium 

Friday, April 19 
ll:30am-l:00pm 

New Tenure Track Faculty Lunch: Grant Proposal Writing 

Dean's Office 

Ed Lab 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS (jjj) 

Date & Time 

Event 

Sponsor 

Location 

Saturday, April 20 

8:00am 

Work on Wilmington 

WCE Diversity Committee 
(rottmanna@uncw.edu) 


Saturday, April 20 

1:00pm 

Literacy Live from the Rainforest 

CMC 

Ed Building 

Tuesday, April 23 

8:30am 

Dr. Brian McNulty & Staff - The Coaching Leader 

Community Outreach 

EB 162 

Tuesday, April 23 

12:00pm 

WCE Scholarship Brown Bag Series 

Dean's Office 

EB 162 

Wednesday, April 24 
3:00-4:30pm 

WCE Meeting 

Dean's Office 

EB 162 

Friday, April 26 

Last Day of Classes 




Grant News 


Recently received by the WCE Reading Recovery 
Program, led by Dr. Barbara Honchell, Dept, of 
Elementary, Middle Level and Literacy Education, 
was a generous grant from the Kenan Trust. Contact 
Dr. Honchell (honchellb@uncw.edu) for additional 
information. 

A continuation grant in the amount of $149,953. 
has been awarded to NC QUEST for the continuation 
proposal, INCOME-Integrating Computing and 
Mathematics Education at UNCW. North Carolina 
Quality Educators Through Staff Development and 


Training (NC QUEST) is a competitive grant process 
through which ESEA Title 2-A Subpart 3 funds are 
awarded to Schools of Education and Arts & Sciences 
in North Carolina for use in delivering high quality 
professional development to educators in targeted 
North Carolina school districts. For further information 
contact Dr. Mahnaz Moallem (moallemm@uncw.edu), 
Grants Coordinator for Watson College of Education. 

A new major gifts development officer, now working 
with the Watson College of Education, is Beau 
Cummings. We welcome him to our world! 


Staff News 





A Big Thank You for the Dean's Leadership 
in the 2012-2013 "Grow It Your Way" 
Faculty-Staff Campaign. 

Director of UNCW Annual Giving, Missy Kennedy, 
expresses appreciation to Dean Teitelbaum for his 
leadership in the 2012-2013 "Grow It Your Way" 
Faculty-Staff Campaign. The WCE Dean's Office 
currently sports a 60% participation in the campaign- 
one of the highest rates on campus. 

New NCATE Team Member 

Benjamin Brown has accepted the time-limited position 
as the Teacher Data Analyst in the Watson College. 

Ben will work with the NCATE Team, headed by Dr. 

Ann Potts, Associate Dean for Teacher Education and 
Outreach, as the NCATE Team develops the Electronic 
Exhibit Room for the NCATE Accreditation visit to the 
Watson College March 28-April 1, 2014. 
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VISIONS FROM OUR STUDENTS: Student Updates 


Kinchen Presents at 2013 Eastern Educational Research Association 
(EERA) Conference. 


On February 14-16, Josh Kinchen, a Master's student 
in Higher Education (EL), presented at the 2013 
Eastern Education Research Association (EERA) 
Conference in Sarasota, FL. Josh was awarded a 
$400 travel grant from the UNCW Graduate School 
to present at the conference and EERA waived his 
registration fee in return for assisting. 

While Josh is pursuing a Master's degree that will 
enable him to enter higher education administration, 
he reflected, "Through my experiences at this 
conference, I have learned building bridges between 
Academic Affairs and Student Affairs begins with a 
mutual understanding of each other's systems and 
procedures. These cross-divisional partnerships are 
essential to the institution for reaching its objectives 
of providing an environment where every student can 
become a learned person of character who is able to 
successfully navigate the road to either a career or 
further education." 

Josh Kinchen's poster session was titled "Moving 
Toward Mentoring for College Men to Adopt a Pro- 
Feminist Model of Masculinity." Drawing from secondary 
research, experience with several UNCW departments, 



and Dr. Marsha Carr's Self-Mentoring leadership model, 
Josh outlined his vision for a forthcoming capstone 
experience, which is to design, assess and evaluate a 
program for college men to overcome the trappings of 
hegemonic (heterosexist, misogynistic, and aggressive 
attitudes and behaviors ) masculinity. 

During the poster session, he interacted with faculty 
members and graduate students, all of whom were 
eager to learn the results of the study. 



Teaching Fellows 

Celebrate 

Homecoming 

Teaching Fellows 
honor decades of 
alumni at the 2013 
Homecoming on 
February 16. 
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Student News 


Student Science Organization 
Reorganizes 

The Watson College of Education reorganized UNCW's 
Student Chapter of the National Science Teachers 
Association (NSTA). The purpose of this student 
organization is: 

1. Promote the mission of NSTA, which is to 
"promote excellence and innovation in science 
teaching and learning for all," 

2. Acquaint pre-service teachers of science with the 
support resources available from NSTA, 

3. Provide additional professional development in 
science education to pre-service teachers, 

4. Acquaint pre-service teachers of science with 
others like themselves at their university, and 
across the United States and Canada. 

This student organization promotes collegiality and 
collaboration through science education service and 
outreach to our surrounding community! 

We hope to make this group very active on campus 
by taking field trips to unique locations, having guest 
speakers at meetings, and volunteering at STEM 
influenced events, all to support the merging of 
scientific knowledge and educational activities through 
shared experiences! 

The organization is open to all Watson students and 
also encourages our College of Arts and Sciences 
students to join as well. Dr. Dennis S. Kubasko 
(kubaskod@uncw.edu), Director of the Center for 
Education in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics serves as the organization's sponsor. 



Annual Yard Sale Held 

Teaching Fellows once again held their annual Yard 
Sale on Saturday, March 16, 2013 8:00-11:00 a.m. at 
the Osher Life Long Learning Center. 

Dean's List Online 

The Fall 2012 Dean's List can be found online at 

http://www.uncw.edu/ed/pdfs/news/DeansList2013.pdf 



Teaching Fellows Step Into Princess 
Costumes 

Saturday, March 23, 2013 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. is the 
second Princess Tea Party, sponsored by the Teaching 
Fellows Program, which is directed by Amy Rottmann 
(rottmanna@uncw.edu). Teaching Fellows hold the tea 
for girls aged 3 through 5th grade. 

The young girls have pictures taken with princesses, 
sing together, make crafts, play games and so much 
more. All the participants are in costume raising 
money for the Teaching Fellows program. 
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' News and Views from Departments & Programs 



Department of Educational Leadership 

"Inspiring Great Minds, Inspiring Great Leaders" 
Chair, Dr. Susan Catapano 


Interview With the New Authors 
Question: Why is The School Improvement 
Planning Handbook an important book for today? 

Dr. Marsha Carr and Dr. Bill Sterrett point out that 
school leaders are required by state and federal law 
to engage in the school improvement planning (SIP) 
process. This annual ritual, however, can serve as a 
powerful catalyst for both necessary turnaround efforts 
as well as sustained change. "Planning for a positive 
school culture begins with the school improvement 
team and the ability to build a cohesive vision and 
pathway to reach the goals," explains Marsha. Bill 
adds, "School improvement should be seen as a 
collaborative approach that is guided by a healthy 
mix of sound research, a clear understanding of the 
school's specific needs, measurable objectives, and 
workable strategies that can deliver results." 

Question: Where did you get the idea for this book? 

Marsha elaborates that, "I was curious to find others 
who were working in the same area of interest - 
school takeover and sustainability. Dan Duke's name 
was first and foremost in all my searches so I began 
to seek out and read his work. He had a successful 
career as an author. I eventually contacted him with a 
query and he asked to read some of my work. He later 
made contact and said he was interested in working 
together. Dan was a renowned university professor in 
his field and I had superintendent experience. We were 
missing the perspective of a principal and Bill Sterrett 
was a colleague and had been a student of Dan's, so it 
became a logical fit. Together, the three of us provided 
elements of a superintendent, principal, teacher, 
and professor perspective that added a necessary 
dimension of value to our book." 

Question: What key "take-aways" will school and 
district leaders have as a result of this book? 

Bill explains, "The book covers the important 
challenges facing educators today. The first section 
of The School Improvement Planning Handbook 
focuses on an overview of the planning process. The 
second section is then comprised of topical chapters 
that address a specific SIP area such as improving 
reading achievement, building school culture, meeting 
the needs of English Language Learners, improving 
attendance, improving math achievement, focusing 
on improved instruction, and so on. Each chapter 



Dr. William Sterrett and Dr. Marsha Carr with a copy of their 
new book: The School Improvement Planning Handbook 
published by Rowman & Littlefield Education 


contains research and strategies to deliver results." A 
full summary and reviews from educational leaders, 
scholars, and practitioners in the field can be found 
here: https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781610486316 

Question: I noticed the subtitle, "Getting Focused 
for Turnaround and Transition"- why is that 
important? 

Marsha summarizes, "For many schools that are in 
a turnaround stage or in a takeover, the progress 
diminishes in the absence of the support or entity. I 
am coordinating some studies on self-mentoring - a 
leadership strategy - and there are some similar 
characteristics with sustainability. It becomes 
necessary to build systems that can sustain in the 
absence of any external assistance. The obvious 
resource to build a sustainable system is through 
planning. By focusing on building a strong school 
plan that guides the system, success is more evident 
and sustainability can be achieved. Our goal was 
to produce a handbook to guide schools with our 
without external assistance to prevent future need for 
assistance." Bill adds that, "SIP should not be the 
sole work of an administrative team; this work must 
be 'owned' by the entire staff and the greater school 
community. Many educators today are suffering 
from 'initiative fatigue' and the improvement process 
will hopefully clarify and focus efforts on what's most 
important in our schools." 
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Department of Elementary, Middle Level & Literacy Education 

Chair, Dr. Tracy Hargrove 


The Department of Elementary, Middle Level and 
Literacy Education is pleased to announce the start of 
the new MAT Program in Elementary Education. The 
Master of Art in Teaching, K-6 Education Program 
(Elementary Track) is designed as a four semester, 

36 semester-hour, face-to-face intensive program for 
students that already hold a bachelor's degree, but 
have little or no background in education. The cohort 
of 19 students began in Spring 2013. 

Program Coordinator, Dr. Katie Schlichting commented: 
"There was a strong and enthusiastic response for 
the new MAT program. Our candidates are from such 
diverse backgrounds and life experiences which will 
make the learning for this cohort of students more 
interesting and engaging as they progress through the 
Program." 

These new MAT students bring 
diverse backgrounds and new 
ideas to our programs and 
to the public schools. They 
come from public universities 
and private colleges from 
throughout the United States 
and other countries. Some of 
them have recently completed 
their undergraduate 
degree, while others come 
from working most recently in a variety of other 
professions. 

Students in this cohort have degrees in Environmental 
Policy and Planning, Communication Studies, Art 


Associate 
Dean for 
Academic 
and Student 
Affairs, Carol 
McNulty, also a 
EMLLE faculty 
member, 
shows her 
UNCW Pride 
during 

Homecoming. 


Studies, Business Administration, Environmental 
Science, Music, Finance, International Education, 
Recreation and Leisure Systems Studies, Sociology, 
and Visual Communications. As a group, they are 
fluent in several languages. 

Their common bond is that they all want to be highly 
effective elementary teachers. One student stated in 
the application: "'Work' lacked energy and personal 
stimulation. I can think of no greater or more 
rewarding challenge than helping children discover and 
learn. My ultimate goal is to become a great teacher!" 

Another one remarked: " I know the task [of 
teaching] is daunting, and the work is hard... and 
often feels unappreciated...but the future of not only 
these children, but our community, our country, and 
the world, is at stake. [We 
must] step up and accept the 
challenge." 

Students are taking three 
courses during the Spring 2013 
semester. Dr. Martin Wasserberg, 
Assistant Professor in Elementary 
Education, commented on his 
involvement in the program: "It 
has been a pleasure to teach in 
the MAT program thus far. The 
students have such an exciting variety of work and 
life experiences... This makes for the most lively and 
educational class discussions!" 

Dr. Heidi Higgins, Assistant Professor in Elementary 
Math Education, added: "I've been humbled by the 
diversity of backgrounds that our MAT students bring 
to our program. They are bright and so eager to learn 
about theories of teaching and learning mathematics 
(and any other content area). I have found our 
classroom discussions to be rich and so involved that 
our time together seems way too short, and it's hard 
to believe that our class session is coming to an end. 
We have a dynamic group of students that will make a 
positive impact in our elementary schools." 

The Watson College of Education will begin accepting 
applications in June 2013 for the next MAT in 
Elementary Education cohort which will begin in 
January 2014. 


I can think of no greater or 
more rewarding challenge 
than helping children 
discover and learn. 
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AROUND THE WORLD: International Programs: Education, Travel & Internships 

Dr. Susan Catapano, Coordinator, International Programs 



Update on 2013 International Experiences 
for Students and Faculty 

• Undergraduate students will accompany Drs. 
Dennis Kubasko (ITFSE) and Susan Catapano 
(EL) March 14-April 21, 2013 to Belize. 

• Graduate students will accompany Dr. Michele 
Parker (EL) in April, 2013 to Belize with Drs. 
Marsha Carr (EL) and Dr. Amy Moody(EYC/ 
Spec. Ed) conducting research on the Belize 
experience. 

• Undergraduate and graduate students will 
accompany Dr. Debbie Powell (EMLLE) in May, 
2013 to Costa Rica. 



• Graduate students will accompany Dr. Scott 
Imig (EL) in June, 2013 to London. 

• Undergraduate and graduate students will 
accompany Dr. Brad Walker in June/July 2013 
to Japan. 

• Undergraduate and graduate students will 
accompany Dr. Ann Potts (Assoc. Dean for 
Teacher Education and Outreach) in October/ 
November, 2013 to Kuwait to teach at the 
American Creativity Academy (ACA). 


Dennis Kubasko and Susan Catapano, along with 21 
undergraduate students, headed to San Pedro Town, Belize on 
March 14, for the fifth cohort of students to complete a field 
experience in Belize. Students will be teaching in preschool, 
elementary, and secondary schools over the five-week- 
experience. They will also complete service projects and explore 
part of the country. Mid-way through the time in Belize, eight 
students from the Ed.D. program will join them and complete 
research studies and offer professional development for teachers. 
Finally, 16 teachers and principals from the Onslow-Belize 
collaboration will join them for a week of work in the schools. 


Watson Hosts International Events During iWeek 

WCE hosted a presentation from the Full Circle Program Feb 12, 2013 at 9:30 
a.m., Room 162. Fourth graders from Carolina Forest Elementary School were on 
campus to present their multi-media projects about Southeastern North Carolina 
that were shared with students in Belize. They toured the campus and ate lunch 
in Wagner Dinning Hall before returning to school. 

Additionally, a Mini-Conference: Strategies for Globalizing Curriculum Pre 
K-20 was held February 14, 9:30-11:30 a.m., in Room 266. This conference 
featured ten, 10-minute presentations. Sessions covered working with ESL 
students, global resources, connecting globally through technology, and more. 

OIP provided funding to purchase resource materials that were distributed to all 
students who attended. 



The Watson College of Education 
and Dean Teitelbaum hosted 
international students for dinner. 



Watson Hosts Belize Educators 

February 6, 2013, the Watson College 
of Education hosted seven teachers and 
administrators from the schools that 
hosted our students in Belize. 

Students from different grade levels and 
concentrations spoke with the Belize 
educators. 
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Diversity Dividends 



I am a Black woman who 
tempts, dares, and invites 
my students to enter into 
relationships through a 
pedagogy of critique and 
possibility. I challenge them 
and myself to interrogate the tensions surrounding 
cultural differences so that we may come to 
recognize, resist, and participate in a collective 
change for the collective good. 


By Dr. Candace 
Thompson 


(Haraway, 1988). This is a 
starting point for revolutionary 
justice on a most elemental level: 
the justice of listening—deeply— 
across and beyond our experience 
to see each other whole against 
the sky (Rilke). In engagement 
with and in communities of 
difference, the 'diversity' talk my 
students resist becomes a new 
language for forging conscious 
relationships of respect and care. 



In this process, my students learn something about 
human dignity, about the indignity of stereotyping 
and blaming individuals without a thought to the 
historicized contexts in which they—We—are so 
deeply embedded. As one former student wrote, 

"We must first take a look at ourselves before we 
can even try to understand others, but both of these 
efforts need to be made in order to have any hopes of 
crossing the boundaries we've created for our cultural 
differences in this society." 

Although I may sometimes try too hard to convince 
my students to challenge their world views—let me 
be clear: I am working to spark a revolution. I am 
aware (and unapologetic) that my cultural identity as 
an African American, working-class woman shapes 
how and what I teach, and I want my students to 
understand that we all move through the world from 
the contexts of our unique "situated knowledges" 


If, as Cornell West says, "justice is what love looks like 
in public", then perhaps each venture into a school, 
each interaction with children, each moment spent 
working with/in communities of difference, is an act of 
revolutionary love, an act of justice performed out loud 
and in relationship to one another, diversity in action. 

References 

Haraway, D. (1988). Situated knowledges: The science 
question in feminism and the privileges of partial 
perspective. Feminist Studies, 14(3), 575-599. 

Rilke, R. M. (1929). Letters to a young poet. Revised 
Edition. New York: W. W. Norton & Company. 

West, C. (2011, November 18). A love supreme. The 
Occupied Wall Street Journal. Retrieved from http:// 
occupied media, us/2011/11/a-love-supreme/ . 


Diversity Committee Explores Diversity 
Course Development 

As Co-Chairs of the Diversity Curriculum 
Subcommittee, we have been working on creating 
an updated list of WCE "diversity" courses at both 
the undergraduate level and graduate level. 

In addition to being a helpful resource in terms of 
program development and advising, the Diversity 
Committee is hoping to propose a "diversity" 
cognate or specialization in the future. 

Plans are tentative at this point, but we are moving 
forward and requesting review of the material from 
the entire committee and Watson colleagues. 

Dr. Rajni Shankar-Brown and Tanya Malacinski 



Brad Walker speaks to the WCE Advisory Board in December 
2012. Additional speakers included International Program 
Coordinator Susan Catapano and faculty members Rich Huber, 
Hengameh Kermani, and Debbie Powell. 
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CESTEM®©®© 

The Center for Education in Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 
Director, Dr. Dennis Kubasko 


Greetings Watson Colleagues! As you begin the Spring Semester, you will find that the WCE's 
Center for Education in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (CESTEM) is involved 
with a variety of different outreach and service related efforts in the surrounding Southeastern 
North Carolina community. Faculty, staff, students and WCE Alumni, are encouraged to 
volunteer and participate in any (or all) of the service opportunities. And, we do anticipate more 
opportunities to volunteer as the semester progresses. 


Mystery at the Museum 

Mystery at the Museum, in collaboration with the Cape 
Fear Museum, this event was held January 26th from 
12-4 p.m. 

Something mysterious happened at the Cape Fear 
Museum! What's missing and who would have stolen 
it? While on the scene, participants scoured the 
Museum for evidence and practiced their observation 
skills. Museum detectives dusted and lifted 
fingerprints, as well as analyzed the "blood type" found 
at the scene. Watson College volunteers assisted with 
leading stations at this event. It was a fast paced 
day with lots of local visitors and great activities for 
museum goers. Visit the website for more information . 



Youth Programs: Engineering Expectations 

This summer The Leadership Academy for Female 
Engineers (L.A.F.F.E.) invites girls to discover that 
engineering is serious fun! The Leadership Academy 
for Female Engineers will provide opportunities for girls 
to learn about the contributions women make to the 
field of engineering. Participants will investigate gender 
differences in how children approach engineering 
and in how companies develop so-called boy and girl 
toys. They will work in teams to develop their own 
engineering games or toys and then test them with 
younger girls. They will interact with professional 
women engineers who will share some of the 
environmental and social concerns they are addressing 
in their own work and discover why the world needs 
more female engineers. Girls will work in teams to 
complete several design projects, one of which involves 
designing body armor for women in the military who 
currently have to wear armor designed for men. 

Girls will also participate in a service learning project 
involving purification devices for developing nations with 
high infant mortality rates due to contaminated water. 

The academy will take place July 8-12, 2013. For more 
information please contact the Youth Programs Director, 

Dr. Sue Kezios (kezioss@uncw.edu). 


UNCW STEM Showcase Serves as Satellite 
Site 

On Friday, April 19, 2013 Watson College of Education 
will host a UNCW STEM Showcase as a satellite 
event of the NC Science Festival which is being held 
state-wide during April 5-21, 2013 http://www. 
ncsciencefestival.ora/2013 event/uncw-showcase 

Time: 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Cost: This event is free to the general public 
Location: Atrium, Science Lab, Room 162, CMC 
and common areas (including courtyard, if weather 
permits). 

We are looking for faculty and students who would like 
to host an engaging STEM activity for K-12 students. 
Some of the activities already planned include 
operating remotely operated underwater vehicles with 
MarineQuest, rocketing into space with CESTEM and 
Starlab, and sizing up the rainforest with Literacy Live. 
We also hope to have an appearance by the UNCW 
FIRST robotics team, the Wired Wizards. 

If you would like to participate, the Showcase would 
love to have you! We can also use student volunteers 
for the event. For more information, please contact Dr. 
Sue Kezios (kezioss@uncw.edu). 
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CESTEM - continued 


UNCW Hosted Southeast North Carolina Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair 

The Southeast North Carolina Regional Science and Engineering Fair was 
hosted by CESTEM at UNCW on Saturday, February 9, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. 
- 1:00 p.m. in the Hanover Gym. 

Science Fairs provide an opportunity for students to display the results of 
their work in science and technology. Nearly 200 students participated in 
the Southeast Regional Science Fair, ranging in grades 3-12. 

Students were eligible to progress from school fairs in 13 surrounding 
counties: New Hanover, Pender, Onslow, Brunswick, Pamlico, Craven, 

Lenoir, Wayne, Sampson, Duplin, Greene, Carteret, and Jones as well 
as area private schools. CESTEM Judges observed display boards then 
interacted with students and interviewed each about their projects. Judges 
worked in groups to determine the best projects. Winners advanced to the 
State Science and Engineering Fair, with the possibility of advancing to the 
International Fair. 

The total scientific process was involved in the development of a scientific 
project that resulted in a science fair exhibition. The students learned to 
recognize problems, plan an experiment, gather and analyze data, and 
draw conclusions. 



Science Olympiad 
Held on Campus 

The Wilmington Regional 
Science Olympiad was 
hosted by CESTEM on 
UNCW's campus Saturday, 

March 2, 2013 from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

North Carolina Science 
Olympiad (NCSO) is a 
nonprofit organization 
with the mission to attract 
and retain the pool of K-12 students entering science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
degrees and careers in North Carolina. 

These tournaments are rigorous academic 
interscholastic competitions that consist of a series 
46 different hands-on, interactive, challenging and 
inquiry-based events that are well balanced between 
the various disciplines of biology, earth science, 
environmental science, chemistry, physics, engineering 
and technology. 



CESTEM volunteers consisted of students, faculty, 
staff, business leaders and community members, 
which numbered close to 100! 

Almost 1,000 middle school and high school 
students from all over southeastern North Carolina 
competed in numerous science and engineering 
events. Olympiad officials anticipated 47 middle 
and high school teams from Bladen, Brunswick, 
Columbus, New Hanover, and Pender counties. 

The teams were vying for the opportunity to 
represent the Wilmington Region at the State 
Science Olympiad in Raleigh, North Carolina in April 
2012. 

Get involved in our service and outreach and 
be encouraged to GEEK OUT! We encourage 
volunteerism in the STEM related fields, and we 
intend to share our passion with students and 
families in the SE NC region! Please contact Dennis 
Kubasko at CESTEM at cestem@uncw.edu or call 
910-962-3168. 

http://www.uncw.edu/cestem/ncso.html 
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Dropout Prevention Coalition 

Janna Robertson 


Dropout Prevention Coalition Hosts 
Roundtable Event 

Dr. Janna Siegel Robertson 

The Dropout Prevention Coalition in collaboration 
with the Watson College of Education Outreach 
Alliance hosted a Roundtable Event titled: Easing the 
Student Transition from Middle School to High School, 
Thursday, March 21, 2013. Transition specialists, 
representatives from area high schools and middle 
schools and other interested individuals were invited 
to attend. Participants had an opportunity to share 
information about programs offered at their school/ 
district and to learn about approaches other schools/ 
districts are taking to help students succeed in high 
school. Dr. Robert Smith 

(ITFSE) and Dr. Janna Robertson (ITFSE) moderated 
discussions on a variety of topics including: 

1. What programs are in place in area high schools 
for incoming freshmen? How are students 
selected for these programs? 

2. What are schools doing to ensure students are 
academically prepared for English I/Algebra I? 

3. How are schools solving the skills gap and/ 

or teaching academic and behavioral resiliency 
skills? 

4. How do high schools collaborate with feeder 
middle schools? 

5. What type of outreach/orientation programs are 
offered to incoming freshmen? 

6. What type of outreach/orientation/ 
communication programs are in place for 
parents? 

7. How do you promote student engagement? (i.e., 
Through mentoring, participation in sports or 
extracurricular activities, service-based learning 
programs, other) 

8. Do you offer bridge programs or summer/middle 
school interventions to help students succeed? 

9. Other - Please feel free to share your 
suggestions! 


The High School Transition Roundtable was held on 
Thursday, March 21, 2013 at UNCW Watson College 
of Education, Room 162 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Request for Youthbuild Mentors! 

You only need to be a mentor for 2 hours. Are you 
free on Friday April 5, 2013 from 9:00-11:00 a.m.? 

We need at least 10 mentors from the community 
to help with our "Meeting our Dreams" project with 
the Youthbuild participants. We meet at the Housing 
Authority building http://www.wha.net/Housing 
Programs/Resident Services/YouthBuild.htm and 
match you to one participant and help you find out the 
participant's dreams. Then we make arrangements for 
them to meet their dream employer during a field trip 
2-3 weeks later. You can join us for the field trip too. 

It was a lot of fun for everyone last year. To read what 
we did last year see: http://uncw.edu/ed/dropout/ 
documents/sucess/MentorinaYouthbuild.pdf . If you are 
interested contact Dr. Janna Robertson at robertsonj@ 
uncw.edu 

UNCW Dropout Prevention Coalition 
Members Present at National At-Risk Forum 

Several members of the UNCW Dropout Prevention 
Coalition (DPC) and other UNCW faculty presented 
at the 25th Annual At-Risk Youth National FORUM, 
Investing for a Lifetime: Education Is Economic 
Development, February 17-20, 2013 in Myrtle Beach, 
SC. The UNCW Dropout Prevention Coalition was a co¬ 
sponsor and had many individuals from South-Eastern 
North Carolina attend. Many of the presentations 
are posted at the DPC website: http://uncw.edu/ed/ 
dropout/ . 

Presentation descriptions are listed below: 

Investing Together for Our Youth: Working Together 
Works 

Keynoter: Rev. Clifford Barnett, Dropout Prevention Coalition 
at UNCW, Chairman and Senior Pastor of Warner Temple, 
A.M.E. Zion Church, Wilmington, NC 

Using personal experiences, humor, and stories, Dr. Barnett 
motivated the conference attendees to work more effectively 
with parents, teachers, co-workers, social workers, community 
leaders, and all other parties involved to equip our youth 
at risk to secure a brighter and more successful future. 
Participants left charged to take on the enormous challenge 
that awaited them. 

UNCW Dropout Prevention Coalition: Innovative and 
Successful Schools in South-Eastern North Carolina 
Presenters: Dr. Janna Robertson, Ms. Deloris Rhodes, 
and Dr. Robert Smith, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington, NC; Mr. Michael Bracy, Jones County Public 
Schools, Trenton, NC; Ms. Eleanor Bryan, Trent Park 
Elementary School, New Bern, NC; Ms. Helen Gross, Carolina 
Forest International Elementary, Jacksonville, NC; and Mr. 

Eric Irizarry, DC Virgo Preparatory Academy, Wilmington, NC. 
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Dropout Prevention Coalition - continued 

This workshop was presented by the Dropout Prevention 
Coalition at UNCW. Participants met with educational leaders 
who had successfully improved their schools. We had two 
elementary, one middle, and one high school representing 
urban and rural counties. They discussed their best practices 
and shared data that demonstrated how their innovations 
improved the school success of their students. 

Walking Our Talk: Developing Student Leadership 
Through a Unified Response to School Culture 

Presenters: Dr. Candace Thompson, University of North 
Carolina Wilmington, NC; and Ms. Jeanenne Harris, Burgaw 
Middle School, Burgaw, NC 

In this session, a middle school principal and a university 
professor shared details of an emerging schoolwide vision in 
action: The reshaping of a school culture striving to foster 
culturally responsive teacher leadership and develop young 
leaders before they enter high school. Presenters highlighted 
key features and programmatic efforts supporting student 
academic achievement and socio-emotional resilience 
and discussed challenges and possibilities in developing 
and sustaining an inclusive, responsive, and connected 
community school culture. 

The Art of Self-mentoring: Creating Student and Adult 
Leaders of Change 

Presenter: Dr. Marsha Carr, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington, NC 

Self-mentoring is a school-based leadership program 
designed to develop teacher and student leaders through 
goal setting, organizational skills, self-reflection, and 
networking strategies. The art of self-mentoring develops 
adult and student leaders who are confident to use and 
model skills that over time are sustainable and embedded in 
the school culture. 

Improving Parent and Student Communication with 
Web 2.0 Tools 

Presenter: Dr. Jeff Ertzberger, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington, NC 

In this workshop participants learned how to use web 
2.0 tools to make communicating with parents, students, 
and staff easier, faster, and more secure. Included in the 
workshop was an engaging section on the use of QR codes 
for instructional and communication purposes. 

Eyes Wide Open: Changing the Way We Look at Drug 
Abuse and Dropout Prevention 

Presenters: Ms. Diane Edwards and Dr. Rebecca Caldwell, 
CROSSROADS Adolescent Substance Abuse Prevention 
Program, University of North Carolina Wilmington, NC 

Preventing student substance use is often mistakenly 
viewed as a problem separate from dropout prevention. 

Here they explored the research linking substance abuse 
and dropout prevention. The presenters then discussed both 
traditional and creative—that evidence-based substance 


abuse prevention programs like CROSSROADS might 
be incorporated into comprehensive dropout prevention 
initiatives. 

The Educational Faux Pas: Race, Culture, and 
Experience 

Presenter: Ms. Abbey Starling, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington, NC 

There is a challenge to meet the diverse racial and cultural 
needs in the classroom. Culturally competent students 
are not being produced. Classroom teachers are the ones 
responsible for taking their students and creating them to 
be culturally competent citizens. This presentation discussed 
reasons why having a classroom of cultural and experiential 
learning is necessary and provided ways for classroom 
teachers to engage their students in one of the most 
important dialogues: our differences. 



(Above) Faculty members Dr. Alicia Brophy, Dr. Debbie 
Powell , Dr. Candace Thompson, and Dr. Donyell Rose boro 
along with other community members , participated in the 
Gregory School of Science, Mathematics , and Technology 
"Read Across America"program on Friday , March 1, 2013. 



I -y 


(Above) The love for Dr. Seuss continues , reflected on a 
graduating student's mortar board at Commencement. 
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Office of Teacher Education & Outreach 

Associate Dean, Ann Potts 


2013 Faculty-in-Residence and Faculty 
Facilitator Overview 

Purpose of the Program 

Partnership in Action Schools will serve as more 
intensive university-school collaborative sites in 
the following areas: teacher candidate preparation, 
professional development, research, and grant writing. 
Schools will be selected every three years. Teachers 
and administrators in these schools will also work 
collaboratively with UNCW College of Education faculty 
and administrators in the governance of the partnership. 

Faculty Member-in-Residence Responsibilities 

In consultation with the administrative team, teachers, 
and other instructional support staff, the faculty 
member-in-residence will identify, plan, and coordinate 
professional development and grant writing activities for 
the school. Each faculty member-in-residence is expected 
to spend the equivalent of 10 days per academic year 
in her/his assigned school. The faculty member-in- 
residence is also expected to produce the following: 


Selection Committee Works to Identify 
Partnership in Action Schools 

Partnership in Action Schools Members of the selection 
committee for Partnership in Action Schools included: 
Drs. Jale Aldemir (EYC/Sped), Rajni Shankar-Brown 
(EMLLE), Lisa Buchanan (EMLLE), Kathy Fox (EMLLE), 
Barbara Honchell (EMLLE), Eleni Pappamihiel (ITFSE), 
Bill Sterrett (EL), Jeanne Swafford (EMLLE), and Ms. 
Cindy Wiseman (Dean's Office). Coordinating this work 
is Dr. Donyell Roseboro. 

PARTNERSHIP In ACTION SCHOOLS 
SELECTED! 

The following schools have been named as Partnership 
in Action Schools: 

• Carolina Forest International Elementary School 
(Onslow County) 

• Cedar Grove Middle School (Brunswick County) 

• Heide Trask High School (Pender County) 


• A detailed professional development plan that 
includes corresponding topics, expected days of 
delivery, and target audience(s). 

• A year-end summary report that describes the 
activities completed and outcomes (including 
some evidence of the effectiveness of the 
activities/professional development engaged in 
and/or provided) 


Faculty Facilitator Responsibilities 

In partnership with the faculty-member-in- 
residence, the faculty facilitator will provide support 
in the implementation of the Partnership in Action 
professional development and/or grant writing plan. 
Each faculty facilitator is expected to spend the 
equivalent of seven days per academic year in her/ 
his assigned school. If the Partnership in Action 
plan includes collaborative grant writing, the faculty 
facilitator is primarily responsible for facilitating grant 
writing efforts. The faculty-facilitator is expected to 
produce the following: 

• A detailed grant writing plan/chart that includes 
the names of individuals on the grant writing 
team, the names of targeted grants, grant 
deadlines, and grant amounts. 

• A year-end summary report that describes the 
grants submitted and/or activities completed 
and outcomes (including some evidence of 
the effectiveness of the activities/professional 
development engaged in and/or provided). 


These schools will serve in this capacity for three years 
at which time new selections will be made. 


African Americans and Education: The 
Rosenwald School Legacy and Williston High 
School 

Join us for our third Rosenwald schools conference to 
be held on Friday, March 22, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Watson College of Education EB 162. 
This conference is co-sponsored by the Department of 
History, College of Education, and Upperman African 
American Cultural Center. 


It will examine the history of education for African 
Americans in the Southeast with a specific focus on 
Williston High School, formerly a segregated school for 
African American students in New Hanover County. 


Registration is $15 and 
includes a continental 
breakfast and lunch. 

For additional 
information, please visit: 
http://uncw.edu/ed/ 

rosenwald/ 
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Office of Teacher Education & Outreach continued 


Community Outreach Spring Series "Meet 
the Community Non-Profits" on April 11 

Plan to attend the last of the Spring 2013 Series 
sponsored by the Watson College of Education 
in collaboration with Community Non-Profits: 
Collaborative and Innovative Initiatives. 

April 11, 2013 designates the collaborative initiative 
with Good Shepard Ministries and Phoenix Employment 
of Wilmington. The session will be held from 3:00-5:00 
p.m. in EB 162. For additional information contact 
Deloris Rhodes, Outreach Liaison 910-962-7256 or 
rhodesd@uncw.edu 

Visit the Community Outreach website for upcoming 
events and archived presentations at www.uncw.edu/ 
ed/community. 



Kitty Yerkes, Development Director for Cape Fear Habitat 
for Humanity, speaks with students about the organization 
on February 14. Other presenters for the day included Linda 
Lytvinenko from Cape Fear Literacy Council and Kathryn Batten 
from First Book Advisory Board 


Teaching with Poverty in Mind Seminar 


The Southeast Education Alliance in collaboration 
with Watson College of Education is pleased to offer 
"Teaching with Poverty in Mind" on April 9, 2013 at the 
Warwick Center, UNCW. Registration is 8:30-9:00 and 
the seminar is 9:00-3:30. Lunch will be on your own. 

This seminar will provide background knowledge, 
key skills and a practical roadmap for academic 
success with kids from poverty. You will learn how to 
understand poverty in a totally new way and how to 
intervene in a positive, practical 
research-based way that can 
raise achievement scores. This 
session will integrate cutting- 
edge neuroscience with practical, 
user-friendly, brain-based learning 
classroom strategies to overcome 
challenging teaching environments, 
such as poverty, to create a high 
performance school. 


The presenter is nationally- 
known Eric Jensen, a leading 
authority on the science and 
application of brain research 
in education for more than 15 
years. 

He is a former teacher who 
has spoken at national and 
international conferences and 
has taught as adjunct faculty at 
3 universities. 

In addition to authoring Teaching with Poverty in Mind, 
he has authored Teaching with the Brain in Mind, 
Enriching the Brain, and 23 other books on learning, 
the brain and teaching. 

For additional information contact Deloris Rhodes, 
Outreach Liaison 910-962-7256 or rhodesd@uncw.edu 




SMARTER Balanced Assessment 

The Southeast Education Alliance was pleased to 
collaborate with Watson College of Education, in 
offering: "Helping District Leaders Prepare for the 
SMARTER Balanced Assessment" held on March 12, 
2013 at the Warwick Center, UNCW. 

This highly interactive, full day workshop provided 
instructional leaders with the most current insight and 
understanding of the style, format and test questions/ 
items being considered by the SMARTER Balanced 
Assessment Consortia. 


The timely insight and information helped instructional 
leaders make appropriate changes to prioritize and 
focus on rigorous and relevant instruction and to 
ensure all students are college and career ready. 

The presenter was nationally-known Dr. Sue Gendron, 
Scholastic Achievement Partners Senior Partner 
and Policy Coordinator for the SMARTER Balanced 
Assessment Consortium. Coordinating this event was 
Deloris H. Rhodes, Outreach Liaison. 
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Today's World of Technology: Technology at the Watson College 

Director, Jeff Ertzberger 


An Overview of MOOCs 

By Dr. Jeff Ertzberger 

Recently Chancellor Miller came and spoke about some 
of the challenges facing our university and others 
around the state and nation. During this College wide 
meeting he made several references to MOOCs and 
how they could change the way higher education 
courses are delivered in the future. After the meeting, 
it appeared from conversations that several people 
were unfamiliar with MOOCs and one person asked 
me, "How do you spell that"? 

I have put together this short article in order to 
provide a brief overview to the basic format of MOOCs, 
and provide a context for why they are seen as a 
potentially disruptive force in higher education. 

I. What is a MOOC? 

A massive open online course (MOOC) is an online 
course designed to serve a large population through 
the use of web based technologies. While there are 
variations, most MOOC courses have a traditional face 
to face class of 20-25 students who meet on campus, 
and then have an "open" section that can contain 
thousands. Participants in the "open" section can be 
fully enrolled students at the institution or anyone 
with Internet access. These "open" section students 
pay nothing to participate in the course, but rarely get 
direct interaction with the professor or members of the 
traditional class. 

Most MOOCs are designed so that participants 
watch short videos from the professor and complete 
assignments that are graded by a computer or by 
fellow participants. "Open" section participants are 
placed into small online groups who are asked to 
meet and talk about their lecture each week. The 
amount of participation in these groups is completely 
up to the participants. Some group members may 
become extremely active while others never log in or 
correspond with one another (De Moor, 2013). 

To date, the MOOCs that have attracted the largest 
numbers of people tend to be taught by high-profile 
instructors from elite universities. For example, a 
MOOC from Stanford University, taught by Artificial 
Intelligence experts Sebastian Thrun and Peter Norvig, 
gathered a worldwide enrollment of over 100,000 
participants (Educause, 2011). 



Because these "open" participants can be from 
anywhere in the world, vary in age, experience, and 
subject knowledge, the course can obtain a major 
benefit from this rich diversity typically not available to 
a traditional on-campus course. Many of the professors 
who teach these courses see this as a way to extend 
their scholarly activities to a wider audience and 
remove barriers to learning. 

II. Three Major Providers 

MOOCs are relatively new distance education course 
designs that have roots in an online course delivered 
by Stephen Downes and George Siemens in 2008, 
entitled "Connectivisim and Connective Knowledge" 
(Parry, 2010). This original course was free and 
enrolled around 2,000 students. The course instructors 
promote an open online education, free to all, that 
the course modeled. Since that first course, many 
other MOOCs have been developed, mainly around the 
education and technology spheres. 

Many universities and private educational companies 
offer MOOC courses, and many more have plans to 
launch new courses in the coming years. However, 
Coursera, Udacity, and edX are the leading providers. 
These three account for the majority of the news and 
commentary that can be read about MOOCs. Here is a 
brief overview of each. 

Coursera is a for-profit company that has 33 university 
partners including Duke, Berkley, and University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Coursera offers over 200 
courses in more than 18 different subjects. Students 
can join any course and complete it for free to receive 
a course completion certificate signed by the instructor, 
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or sign up and pay for the signature track to receive 
a verified course certificate from the associated 
institution. Currently neither of these certificates can 
be used toward a degree at participating institutions. 

Udacity is another for-profit company but has no 
university affiliations. Its courses are mainly in the 
computer science, mathematics, and business areas. 
Participants can choose to have a proctored final exam 
for the course at a cost of $89. Resumes of students 
who complete courses are sent to large corporations 
including Google, Bank of America, and Facebook 
based on their job openings and student performance 
in the course (grade, participation level). 

edX is a nonprofit company formed by M.I.T. and 
Harvard. It currently only offers around 30 courses but 
has plans for increasing that number. Students can 
choose to have proctored final exam for the course at a 
cost. Two certificates are available, one designating an 
honor code, one a proctored exam. Both bear the edX 
and campus name — for example, MITx, HarvardX, 
BerkeleyX, UTAustinX. Future plans include creating 
the (X University) consortium where student can take 
a course from any number of these institutions. 

III. The Future 

Last month, the American Council on Education 
(ACE) endorsed five MOOCs for credit. It is up to the 
degree-granting institution to accept these credits, 
however ACE's 1,800 member colleges (of which UNC 
Wilmington is one) have been advised that they can 
be comfortable conferring credit on students who have 
passed these courses (Kolowich, 2013). While these 
are only five courses, what it implies for the future 
could be great. 

If an institution does agree to grant course credit for 
MOOCs, students could take several MOOC courses 
and then transfer them into their current institution in 
order to save money. Or, in future scenarios, students 
could take most or all of their credits from these huge 
sized courses run by these elite universities. These 
possibilities have raised concern from many current 
colleges and universities who foresee lowering revenue 
and potential reduction of students to these courses. 

For now, the future of MOOCs is somewhat unclear. 
However, one thing that is clear will be that a lot of 
colleges and universities around the world will be 
watching. 


IV. For More Reading... 

What You Need to Know About MOOCs - Chronicle of 
High Education. This site does a great job of tracking 
news and events about MOOCs going all the way back 
to 2008. It is a great place to find current events and 
scholarly commentary about MOOCs. 

7 Things You Should Know about MOOCs - Educause. 
Another chapter in the "7 things you should know" 
series produced by Educause. It is a great place to 
start for a basic understanding of MOOCs. 

My first MOOC: diary of 1 of 24,000 students following 
a truly "Massive Open Online Course" - Making 
CommunitySense - A nicely written blog post that 
provides a day by day account of what it is like to be in 
a MOOC. 

The Big Three, at a Glance - New York Times - 
November 2, 2012. Good descriptions of the three 
largest providers of MOOCs. Article reads like a 
checklist to describe the various features that each 
company offers. 

What is a MOOC? - Video - Great visual presentation 
of a MOOC and how they work. 
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